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Persons on all sides of the dispute whom I met believe
the problem is not' based on ethnic animosity or other
popular feelings. All agree, however, that if a
resolution is not found and open fighting breaks out
ethnic conflict will result. :

Many *ifernrical arguments are brought forw~=4 hr people

on both sides of the dispute to bolster their point of

view. Whatever the validity of historic arguments, and
-i " one should not underestimate the importance of history,
- those arguments often have the effect of diverting from
= ‘the principal questions at issue.

= In this case, I understood the essence of the dispute to
— be the allocation of responsibility and authority with
F respect to Abkhazia to the governments in Tbilisi and in
A Sukhumi, respectively. Governance with respect to the

economy, cultural and educational affairs seemed to be
B the main issue of debate. Other important issues concern
=t the method of representation in the Abkhazian parliament,
5 given the ethno-demographic composition of the region.

Feelings of nationalism, on the one hand, and of
victimization, on the other, naturally arise, but are not
always helpful in looking for solutions. At the same
time, these and other feelings are very real and must be
fully acknowledged.

Thgfproblemé faced in relation to Abkhazia are not simple, and
- I realize that such a brief summary of conclusions cam not do
justice to the many complexities of the situation., The newness of
the reemerged Geofgian state, the jnterests of mneighboring
countries, and the politically volatile situation in the entire
Caucasus region, only adds to the complexity and difficulty of the

_situation.

Having said that, I believe, as most people I spoke to in
do, that the situation can be resolved through earnest
' patience. I am also convinced that once force is
-0 impose a solution the chance of finding a
g therefore lasting, solution will be
: this reason that I address this
NPO may be able to facilitate a

o extend an invitation to both
without preconditions of
: n both parties find
 be greatly honored
 to cooperate with
s to suitably host
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