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INTRODUCTION

he aity ol Sukhum situated on the Black Sea coast, was one ol the lormer Soviel

Union’s primary holiday resorts. Desenbed as ‘the pearl of the Black Sea,” every
visitor, Irom Gorky and Checkov to Brezhenev and Gorbachev (who bult dachas
nearby), was deeply struck by the region’s natural beauty, Iere the hugh Greater
Caucasus reach down to the Black Sea shore ereating a highly lertile coastal strip, cov-
cred with trees, tea, citrus, tobacco plantations.

The modern city ol Sukhum, created around the turn of the 20th century, pres-
ents a unique example ol how urban architecture can blend graciously mto a rnich, sub-
tropical landscape. The aty's elegant design was due largely to the mlluence ol a lew
cnlightened doctors durnng this period who, aware of the region’s unusually clean air,
calm sea and nutritious local produce, saw its potential as a scaboard health centre.
With one of the most favourable climates m Furope Tor the treatment ol tubereulo-
sis and breathing disorders (Abkhazia has double the world average ol centenanans),
they helped influence the design and lay-out. Streets were made wide and lined with
(rees, an extensive Botanical Garden was mserted nght i the centre and the swr-
roundimmg builldings kept low-lying and uncrowded. The overall design harmomsed
skillully with the balmy Black Sca coast atmosphere. Fven alter its Soviet peniod, with
the insertion ol many ugly high-nse blocks, the aity retauns much ol this unmique archi-
tectural gquahty, found nowhere else on the Black Sca, or indeed Furope. The eny's
health-spa  qualiies were promoted by the Soviets. The Soviet Insutute  for
Gerontology was ercated and 1950 Sukhum’s civie amenities were pronounced the
linest in the TISSR.

During the 1992-3 Georgian-Abkhaz war the ety bore the brunt of the hghting.
Many buildings were severely damaged or destroyed, and today stand in a state ol
tragic neglect, threatening 1o lall down.  Alter six years ol abandonment many ol
Sukhum’s turn of the century villas and streets - classic representations ol the style
known as ‘Caucasian Art Nouveau' - arc on the verge ol collapse through lack ol
mamtenance. Already several street blocks have had to be been bulldozered in
advance ol their collapse (lor safety reasons). Nearby many more fine bunldings stand,
rotting on their feet, awaiting the same [ate.

This book 1s part ol an exhibition that attempts to record the detals ol some of
the more exceptional buildings of Sukhum, belore they disappear [or ever. One sad
consequence ol the war was that many ol the records ol these Ine buildings were
destroyed with them. It i1s hoped that all who read this will feel the same urge as
cvery visitor to Sukhum today - to do what they can to prevent the disappearance
ol a umque city lay-out and mmportant template lor future health-resort design.



THE ARCHITECTURE OF SUKHUM

S ukhum is the capital of Abkhazia and centre ol the region’s commercial and
social life. Lying i a bay on the Black Sca coast, this large resort (pre-war pop-
ulation about 180,000, now less than hall dus) has attracted hundreds of thousands
ol holiday-makers since the 1890s. They came both to bathe and relax on the
Caucasus’s Black Sca beaches, and also use its many line health and spa Lacilities.
As such it developed as a place where people ol many dillerent nationalities met
and lorged lile long mendships. This remaims part and parcel ol the ¢ity’s inheri-
tance - over the centuries developing its unique atmosphere as a multinational cul-
ture and social melung pot. This is well reflected inits [rendly, open street layout
and architectural style from us carliest periods.

Much ol the modern city stems [rom its late 19th century beginnings. Fven
today the pre-revolutionary old can stull blend picturesquely with the Soviet new.
The aty continues to hint at its inheritance [rom the ancient cities of Dioskuria and
Schastopolis, then later the medieval Saint-Sebastian and later sull, the medieval
Sukhum-Kale.

Smee the 1860s Sukhum-Kale, (alterwards simply Sukhum), became the admin-
istrative centre ol Abkhazia (at that tme the arca was called the *Sukhum Military
Department,” a province ol the Russian Empire). TTall a century later, when the
Russian mpire collapsed, Sukhum became the centre of revived Abkhaz state-
hood. Situated agamst the placid Black Sca shore, the city simultancously belonged
to two historical and cultural traditions - that ol a sub-tropical coast as well as the
dramatic Ingh mountainscape ol the Cancasus. Furthermore sinee its inception in
Hellenie times Sukhum has always sat on a rich and diverse cultural boundary -
which served as the Toundation ol its distinctive, low-lying, ‘open’ atmosphere.

Today approximately 300 historical and cultural monuments have been desig-
nated for State protection m and around the city. Among these are 36 archacolog-
ical sites and structures, spanning Palacolithic tmes to the late Middle Ages.
Additionally there are 233 architecctural monuments, with styles ranging lrom the
ruins ol the Agua medieval Tortress, to those of modern Soviet architeets like Shuko
and Gollreih, who designed the Totel Abkhazia and Government Building,

The recent war with Georgia, combined with a subsequent neglecet and collapse
ol many buildings, a lack town-planning documents, and absence of a competent
approach to preservation, now gravely threaten many line monuments. This in turn
endangers the city’s overall unique atmosphere - to the extent it may disappear for-
ever. However it should be mentioned the process of deterioration was started long
belore the war, during the Soviet period when several areas of Sukhum centre had

maltisstory blocks inserted with no regard for the overall architectural hi;l']]ll]lll}’.
I-“nrlhvl'm;u'u the planners disregarded many dilapidated houses which nl'tful{l. casily
have been repaired (like buildings on the then Kogonia street, Makhadjirn enibank-
ment - formerly Rustaveli - or in the arca of Sukhum fortress). Lven the coastal
strip set into Sukhum Bay sullered at the hands of Soviet architects - whr.! permna-
nently altered the city [alade by adding the ugly Sca Port Building, today still stand-
g on pier stilts out into the water. This “constructive destruction” was almost as

harmilul as the subscequent war.,



ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY
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Sukhumi-Kale,

In the second hall of the XVIIT century the fortress became home to the
Abkhaz prince Keleshber Chachba. [n 1808 Keleshbel was assassinated in his
home and the Abkhaz realm came under the rule ol his clder son Aslanber
Chachiba. Meanwhile a new military force was showing itsell - the Russian Army.

Their Caucasus  command  sought an  alhance with  Salarber Chachba

(Shervashidze), another ol Keleshbet's sons, more loyal to State anthorities.

In 1810 the Russian eet attacked the Sukhum fortress and occupied it

In compliance with the Adrianopol Treaty (1829) Sukhum-Kale was then
the Russian Empire. Sukhum-Kale became one ol the lortresses ol the

annexed by
In the 18305 a small settlement

so-called ‘Black Sca Coastal Strip” until the 1840s.
was lounded at the east end ol the fortress, along the sea shore, which was also
called Sukhum-Kale. Sixteen years later in 1846 it gamed the status ol a trade cen-
tre and later a port. In 1866 Sukhum-Kale was renamed Sukhum and became the

administrative centre of the Sukhum Military Department.



This rich topographical history makes the site unique. Over the eenturies a
diverse collection of peoples and cultures blended together here - mountain-
dwellers, Apsyls and Abazgs (ancestors of the Abkhazians and the Abazins) on the
one hand, and Greeks, Romans, Byzantians, Genoese, Turks, Georgians and
Russians, on the other. Each lelt remains behind, The sea facing Sukhum bay, [rom
the Gumista river to the Kelasur river, olien took on the role as a ‘neutral strip” dur-
g periods of conllict between many and various peoples. Thus it gathered a I'cp-
utation as a meeting place and pomnt ol cultural exchange,

In the late XIX century Sukhum was repeatedly sacked durmg the last Russian-
Turkish war (1877-1878). The Abkhazians fought against the Russian army and
alter the Russian victory the majority ol them (mamly from the Sukhbum and
Gulripsh regions) were forced 1o leave their motherland and seek refuge in Turkey.,
Furthermore the Russians issucd 2 decree that the remaining Abkhazian population
should live not closer than live 5 kilometres from the sea and 20 kilometres Irom
Sukhum.

It took unul 1905 for the Abkhazians to be rchabilitated. This happened as a
result of then relusal (o join the strikes and revolutionary action against the
Government ol the Russian Fanpire,

Meanwhile, from the 1880s on, many new settlements mushroomed in the out-
skirts ol Sukhum. They were mhabited by numerous peoples: Germans {?:Jt:mlm'l;
Gnadenberg), Greeks (Andreevsky, Georgievsky, Dmutrievsky, Alcksandrovsky,
Konstantinovsky, Yckaterminsky, Mikhailovsky, Olginsky), Russians (Spassky,
Marinsky, Pavlovsky, Poltavsky, Chernigovsky), Estonians (Lindau, Fstonsky),
Bulgarians (Anastasovsky, Viadimirsky, Nikolaevsky), Armenians (I'scbelda,
Azhara, Lata), and Mingrelians (Besletsky, Yashtukha, Byrtskha, Merkheul, Akapa,
Warda).

At the beginning ol the XX century Sukhum'’s population was over 8000, com-
prising 20 nationalitics. They icluded Abkhazians, Russians, Greeks, Armenians,
Mingrelians, Turks, Istonians, Germans, Georgians, Poles, Bulgarians,
Romanians, Persians, Jews, who in tum possessed a variety ol citizenships (the main
ones being Russian, Turkish, Greek, German, French, and Swedish). Each ethnie
group established a community structure ol their own. They built churches, opened
schools and participated in Duma clections. Several Russian Orthodox churches
were built as well as a Greek church (1915), a I,l;lln:r;m church (1908), 2 Roman
Catholie church (1913), a Jewish synagogue (1918), an Armenian church (1 O018), a
Shiite mosque (1907) and a Sunni mosque (1907). Orthodox, Jewish and Muslin
cemeteries were also established. Sukhum became a multinational city with many
creeds and faiths, co-existing peacelully in a small area:

Most ol today’s linest buildings were erccted in the Last quarter ol the XIX cen-
tury. City development plans were ereated for Sukhum as carly as the 1860s, but all

Lailed 1o meet the specilics ol the landscape and came to naught. Some (?!‘Ellfl [}Il_'{;*
posals were rejected, and others m the carly XX century were too cx;;-t:mnt:,jxll? _1
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stvles were built, mingling company builldings, I(lhil_ﬁ'['[l— Hl[}I‘L‘llf_‘.lll,'-;L‘,'-'-‘ with .hm,”. |;f1-11\1a
city homes. Many hotels opened across Sukhum _n'llh ||lh:r|rfmmmll:*»;:‘:t] I11.u;11{.- -IIIPL
Metropolis, San-Remo, Ornental, France, Tmperial, Byzanuum, Riviera, Flonda,
.Imlrll”}t::l (l}iflhsﬂi:m prolessional class hked to buld llu;'irl' d:h‘.']f}l}-‘. in !]11‘ lllt‘llrlllltl}l{]l.‘T‘l
‘chalet’ stvle. Some started boarding houses (Lomakma, (:ul-.-".;r.mf-t';l, 11-;1{ ln; 2,
Lapteva, Mironova, Soplakov, Sadkevich, _I\Hi'n'?llf"sk‘:l}'il] or H:lfl:llt}lllrll]h-{ m 1 :}1
Sauer, Mcecrovich, Gambashidze, Machavaram, Smetskoi). Four drug stores anc
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theaters  (Alowza, Samuridi, Kozlovsky) and cinemas (‘Tlusion,” *Nauka 1 ]J 1~:‘. (;[~
‘Olympia,” ‘Pallas’) were built and several beautlul .”flr.k% nu.uf::l: Ak ],“::”, 1;;“]]{
banks also opened (the State Bank, Azovsko-Donskou, rl[!lﬁk}', I}}]t.u:-, }!. FIL] :r' .
ol Mutual Credit), along with vanous Insurance companics, a ln:;m;u?";u;{ 1:
Inspectorate. These were served by lllL‘rnt:l‘(?‘HH}!ll‘}' serviees - ]?-n:nlr,. 1153 'L(j.f; Lil]:- _.1, rL l.l;}
toms, court, gendarmerie, lorest mspection, internal sceunty service (Okhranka),

city administration and city Duma.



By 1914 Sukhum boasted 40 tobacco storchouses, 8 timber warchouses, 4
hardware shops, 7 brick lactorics, 3 bath houscs, | telephone exchange, more than
l.ﬂ barber’s shops, several ice and carbonated water lactories, 72 restaurants, 66 col-
lee-houses, an mlormation burcau, and 7 photo studios. Tt also posscssed 2
stecamship agencies, about 10 cars and a wide range ol ammal-drawn transport.

This transformation was facilitated (rom the tum of the century onward by an
mltlux of talented architeets, military and civil engineers and land-surveyors, (]1;11\*11
by its reputation as a health paradisc. The most notable were:

Alexander Sinitsin - architect.

He created some of Sukhum’s most distinctive buildings - caploying a wide
range ol styles (classical, modern, neo-classical, Moorish, romantic, modern and
nco-Gothic). These meluded the Aloizi villa: the Fllada otel: Doctor Koshko's
Sanatorium: the Serebriannikov dacha; the Dunder dacha, e also designed rooms
in the London Iotel, and Semenov’s dacha,

Alfred Bammeux - architect.

Like Smitsin he also employed a wide range of architectural styles. Te designed
the Europe Hotel: the Mechnikova dacha: Samuridi’s housce; the Azovsko-Donskoi
Commercial Bank.

Ivan Begich - architect.

ITis work  followed a more consistent style - that of pscudo Russian Nco-
Classieism. His hand is casy to spot in many buildings - the Iotel Russia: the Court
House;  the Secondary School;  the Real Grammar School; the Thigh School:
Bostandjoglo’s house; and the Electricity Company buildimng.

Vladamir Ivanovsky - engineer.

The milituy engineer, architect who spectahised buldimg “chalet stvle dachias
(Dmutriev's, Laptev's, Averkieva's, Ostroumov’s, l{uk.u'isllnikm"s; Tarlo's,
Maksimov’s, Merkushev's).

Simon Kldiashvili and Sarkisov - architects.

Architeets from Kutasi and Tiflis respectively who ereated several fine buldings
i Sukhum including the custom’s house (Kldiashvil) and the Grand ITotel and
Alowza Theatre (Sarkisov),

Razhden Kakuba - engineer.

The talented Abkhaz engineer who built the Mutual Credit Bank and many
local bridges. |

Besides these the following architeets and engineers also helped ereate pre-
Revolutionary Sukhum:

V.A. Sakharov, Levitsky, LA. Gaideburov, V.M. Satunin, B.S. Anisimov, V\
Kovalsky, D.A. Akimov, V.G. Sheglovsky, ALV, Modrakh, A.L. Bahm, $.K. Boiko,
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Chagin, V.O. Ostrovidov, A. Lensky, V.A. Sukhodolsky, Kostalevsky, Bender,
I'ilippov, Shtockman, Windberg, Lanin, G.M. Gabunia, and Y. M. Miminoshvili.

[ater. in the 1920s-1930s the prominent Soviet architects based in Russia,
V. AL Shuko, V.G. Gollreich and the Vesnin brothers also worked in Sukhum.

They ereated the Iotel Abkhazia; the Government Building; the Sinop

Sanatorium and others.

Sukhum’s health-orientated architecture and spacious lay out is one of the 20th
century’s more convineing examples ol health resort design. Fven today the evi-
dence ol this integrated and calming environment is clearly felt. The city, with its
lack of heavy industry, remains an excellent example ol successlul coastal resort
development during the 20th century.

When the Soviet period began (1917-1991), the architecture mevitably sullered
and many line buildings were destroved (the Cathedral, the Armenian church, the
Shiite and Sunni mosques, the Samuridi  theatre, the Trance and Mectropohs
[Hotels). Others were substantially remodelled, such as the Aloizi theatre and
Russian Transport and Insurance Company. Not surprisingly several ugly, mulu-
story blocks were also jammed mto the downtown area, significantly disrupting the
harmony of the original city design. In 1949 the city’s main street, Lenm St (now
[ con Street) was transformed completely.

During the Georgian-Abkhazian war (1992-1993) a number ol specihically
Abkhiaz monuments and institutions were destroyed, including the Abkhaz Institute
ol Tanguage, Literature and Tistory and the State Archive and Library. In addition
many archacological vaults and repositories were looted. In the end 60 ol the 200
plus historical buildings sullered grave damage. Over 10 city monuments were also
hadly damaged and 4 completely destroyed. But worst ol all has been the subse-
quent inheritance of neglect - accompanied by an cconomic collapse and dramatic
decline in the city's population. More than 80 of Sukhum’s most interesting buuld-
ings are now in urgent need ol restoration - just to prevent their collapse. Some
sadly, are gone lorever, like the Abkhaz [ Tumanitarian Institute with its archive and
library, the Central State Archive building (including is unique historical docu-
ments) and the Lakoba Museum.

After the war a number ol architectural monuments suffered badly due to
burcaucratic incompetence and lack ol Government control - mcluding the
Imperial TTotel and Turkish Baths. Any visitor to the modern city centre Iwill
instantly see how nearly all of Sukhum'’s architecture 1s m urgent need ol attention.
At the moment this scems highly unlikely due to a severe lack ol economic

ICSOUICeS.
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THE PHOTO ARCHIVE

Ihe ,‘;ur'._'n'mg'g}!mmgm_:;hx ol old Sukhum are of great value, and provide vital
rfm‘urun-mfmnn of the way the city was concerved then rfL*t'{'ffJ;;{*rf I .'1 syinbhi }.r"!-
n'.";m-:,ru.*ffu;;r with ats environment. Additionally manv black and n'h:'r:.* I.I:rm'.' 'T{'T‘
were IHI'HHL‘I'I :’.m:um' land tied). Through ‘F}f.ilf}:ff.l_.!;']".‘r!f}-.-r.i.‘i arccord 1s kept rif'rl;’i:t;f' .h
appearing ;u':r'fm‘rc'rmt: such as the South-Fast Tower of Sukhum fortress bels 1: h;
was M{.‘tlm g 1 .f.rf.'jﬁ,‘ the grave of the Abkhasdan Prince Ha:*f-:'*.'hfn';rl [’h'r:‘;’jf:'
n’;rt'fm't'.:!.*.‘ destruction i 1938; Sukduun Cathedral belore the Cunm;'rmu'ﬁh ) :’f '] ,
[J"Em'u 1 1937 and many other buildings of strong historical ”””I”“_f”_r“:“'”f‘;""‘:I‘;r:‘r
Hf::_';.' also preserve some key events, like the funous ercal snow’ m"I"H,"‘ : t'.’ y
drilis completely blocked the centre of Suklum, | o

BRIEF PHOTOGRAPHIC HISTORY OF SUKHUM

The lirs : ol Suk : -

e }t ]!11:-I photos ol Sukhum appeared in the second hall of XIN century (18505
| - "Il. (e s ol the photographers are lost. They show rare views ol the
nay, ncluding the onginal lighthouse by the POt entrance

In 1870s, the Cancasi; T g .
[ 1] ll :I“ Caucasian photographer D. Yermakov produced many pictures

ol considerable ¢ BT . _ :

Plaer “‘ cthnographic value. Fhey showed Abkhaz prinees, nobles, and

peasants m nattonal dress as well as : 4 By 1

: ; 55 il as much ol the carly Sukl archi
arly | i architecture - -
Fone. hitecture - now
In 18905 ; T Qe -

I3; . another photographer S, Fandeev arrived in Sukhum and using a

atum printing house, produced about 50 views of Sukhum
I'rom the beginni NN g o ‘

e ”1'? b gining ol XX century several dillerent publishing houses 1ssucd

11_ cards using prints rom Sukhum's Babadjan brothers (more than 200 SCCNes)

Six large prints were also sold. o o

Severs; PR S . . )

e ral I]}lmln portrait stuchos also lunctoned in Sukhum during that ume, like
1C ovarshesivo'  creste . - ' ’

b fl]Ilh]:L;::llf} created by M. Suikovsky, and the photo-salon *‘Sukhum

otography.” Other photographers worki 7
) ! aphers working then were: S.Fandeev, N, S
, . 1e; S andeev, N, Shepansky
V. Rusidze. 1 v, N. Shepansky,
T ; 3 ® - . , ) . B '

t ]P'J h]lhl} the best known photo-studio of the time was ‘Obraztsovaya.” It belonged
(][]Ln. 3 1 - 3 T ) . FL il .

o I m:{;fgt pher LI Pimenidi, located on the Mikhailovskaya Embankment
oday alehadiir, Frabaml : . '
" }lm} 50, Makhadjiri Embankment), and dates from 1896, Pimenidi's studio

{} TP r - . = . & ' " -

L:{ 1';“' only photographs but portraits in oll, water colours or Indian ink
nother ar . F- r 1 . ' B
In 1908 ]Ll ImIml;u[ ].}l“"‘:’ﬂl apher, LP. Yevkarpidi worked in Sukhum from 1899
: 1ic moved his studio 1o the gr - of : o
ground lloor ol the Oriental Totel. TTe won
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qany awards including - a Certificate of Ment from the Russian Photograpluc
Society e 1900; a gold medal at the 1901 Caucasian Jubilee Exhibition ol
Agriculture and Industry in Tiflis; a silver medal from the photographic circle ol
Vitehsk in 1903, and in the same year a bronze medal at the photographic exhibi-
(on in Moscow. In 1906 he was awarded a gold medal and THonourable Cross at
(he exhibition in Antwerp (Belgium).

Work from some of these studios appeared in a number of booklets created
between 1900 and 1917 under the title *Greetings from Sukhum.’

Postage stamps of Sukhum were also issued, printed n Sochi by the Aniskin
Company and Trud Stationers. More than 20 stamps werce produced but today only
{ survive - and fetch hugh pnces.

In 1909 the new ‘Progress’ photographic studio opened m the Riviera Hotel
building (now no 9, Leon street), by the photographer ALK. Kozlov.

In 191! the Batum photographer L. Georgl opened a branch studio n

Sukhum.
In 1912 the ‘Peterburgsky” studio opened next to the “Nauka Zhizn’ theatre

(now gone).

In 1914 the Gogidjanova bookstore publishing house ssucd over 30 posteards
by the amateur photographer ALA. Lensky.

From 1915 the Sukhum architect and photographer AV, Sinitsin produced his
own cards (more than 100 local views). A year carlier in 1914, Smitsin opened a
photo studio and laboratory in his house offering [ull photographic services.

In 1916 the ‘Svet’ photo-studio opened m Sukhum.

Almost all the above photographers issued post cards ol Sukhum vicws. A total
of more than 500 were issued by various publishing houses between the end of XIX
century and 1917, Below is a list of publishers who printed postcards of Sukhum

using local photographers:

|. Granberg of Stockholm. They began issuing postcards in 1896 using the

Sukhum photographer L.I. Pimenidi (over 200 views).

Papamoskin’s publishing house, Batum (over 10 views)

 The ‘S.0.G.0." publishing house, Tiflis (over 5 VICWS)

_ The “Caucasus’ publishing house (over 80 views)

. The ‘Assedoretphegs’ publishing house (over 80 views)

6. Prokudin-Gorsky's publishing house, St. Petersburg (over 50 views).
Proskudin-Gorsky also produced two bound editions ol his own pictures.

7. Pikovsky’s publishing house in Odessa, (more than 50 views). Pikovsky also
issued two books of his own photographs. -

8. The Publishing House, Odessa (morce than 20 views).

oy |
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9. The Bornsov's brothers, Novorossisk, (more than 30 views).

10. Poiyir’s publishing house, Novorossiisk (more than 20 views),

L. Belokopytov's publishing house, St. Petershurg (more than 20 views ol the
‘Smop” dacha).

2. The ‘Sherer, Nabgolz and Co” photo publishing house in Moscow (more
than 30 views),

3. The St Petersburg Railway Administration Board  publishing house (over 10
VICWS),

14 Bykov's publishing house, Moscow (several views).

15, The publishing house ol BBV, Co (several views).

16. The publishing house ol St. Fugena community (several views of Abkhazia).

14

THE BUILDINGS
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THE HIGHLANDER SCHOOL

photo 1936

The first school e Sukhum was opened in 1852 when the Russian nhitary
admimistraton ol Sukhum Department moved from Bombori to Suklum.  The
school taught amants Chostages’). Amants were children of Abkhaz nobles
princes, taught Russian language, *God’s law,” and prepared 1o serve in the Russian
army. In 1856, soon after the Criumean war, the first Ministry of Education school
was opened m Sukhum. Unfortunacely both buildings burnt down, the first in 1856,
the sccond m 1866, '

In 1863 the st Highlander school was built 1o replace the burmt-out school for
amants. This then burnt down three years later.

In 1868 a4 new one-storied building was crected at the cross ol Loris-
Melikovskaa and Olgimskaia streets (now Lakoba and Pushkin streets) to become
the Thghlander School (today 1t survives as”the Abkhaz sccondary school No [0
named alter NLAL Lakoba). 87.59% ol Abkhazian and 12.59% ol Russian children
stuchied at that school. Tt offered five-year courses leading to the ssibility ol Inghi-
cr education. Out of its 200 students, [ull board and lodging was provided by the
State lor 10 pupils. Independent pupils had o pay 120 roubles per year. Many
graduates became  prominent scientists and artists. D.LGulia, M.L.Chachba
(Shervashidze), K.D. Machavarani, D.G. Adjamov, I.D. Avilov were among the
st directors of 1ighlander School.

During the Soviet pertod the former school building was rebuilt and now oceu-
pics almost hall' a street block  (now 33, Prospect Mir).
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THEe GERMAN CHURCH

photo 1991

In 1908 the German community ol Sukhum butlt a chureh on Voronsovsko-
Diashkovskava street (now 65a, Abazinskava street - lormerly Tezilidze Street). The
city then had an estmated four thousand natarahised Germans.,

The centre of the community was four miles [rom Sukhum i the "(}Ilmlrnhf't';—;
Colomy” - (“the mountan ol merey™, located m Abjakva village (one ol seven whh;'h‘
Iunm-:-l themselves Trom a Lger town alier the [9th century expulsion ol
Abkhazians). The sceond Gernen village, Neudorl (“new village™) was the old
Abkhaz village Daveuta. In 1916, during the World War I, the Gnadenberg [_’_nlnny
was renamed Dubovsky and Neudorl,  Suvorovsky. In the 1910s the \'Ill-’al;:_‘}'l:‘ﬁ
hecame Kvemo Birtskha and Akhalisopeli respectively. Additionally Gulripsh n?-
lage near the Gulripsh Sanatorium housed many German workers constructing 1t
and the sanatoriums ol Nicholar Smetskol. Smetskot also constructed a school and
1 chureh in Agudzera Tor lus workers.

Today Sukhum’s 120 strong German community is restoring the church. They

mtend to re-open it soon, for the hirst time smee 1911

| G | |
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THE HOTEL €UROPE AND SHOPPING CENTRE

photo 1999

In 1915 a distineuve, chalet=stvle tvosstoried bulding was crected at the
cross ol Georgievskayva and Torgovava sireets (now 61, Prospect M)
designed by the architeet Allred Bammeux. The building occupied, and sull
occupies, hall i block and included a number of shops as well as the
[stanbul Bathhouse on the st Hoor. The Totel I'urope occupied the see-
ond loor.

Today the buillding houses a mini-market, an outpaticnts’ cline and
other ofhices. T is one of the Tew in Suklnnm recently restored,

DACHA OF PROFESSOR OSTROUMOV

photo 1901

[ 1895 Prolessor Alexei Ostroumov (181 11908), director ol a Moscow thera-
pentic chine and Councillor ol State at Moscow University, hought a large plot ol
Land on Trapezium mountain (Khatkhua in Abkhiaz),

Siv vears later in 1901 he commissioned a two-storicd dacha designed by a nul-
tary engineer, Stall-Captain V.1 Ivanovsky (today the main building ol the Institute
ol Fapernimental Pathology and "Therapy).

The Russian writer Anton Chekhov and his wile, the actress Olga Knipper-
Chekhova staved there. Checkhov sullered rom tuberculoses and Ostroumoy
hecame his doctor and good Iriend. On this Targe plot the Ostroumovs ereated a
park with numerous exotic plants, many surviving to the present. The contractor
Samson Valikhovsky designed and built the grand outdoor staircase leading to the
hospital, then to the dacha.

Alter the death of Ostroumoy in 1908, his wile mvited Pavel Dobrynin to
hecome estate manager. ITe settled there with his fannly.

In 1909 a pension was built on the dacha grounds and mamtamed by the artist
Sadkevieh and his wile, a music teacher. In 1927 the USSR set up its first monkey
Lam on the dacha’s Tand. This soon became the Institute of Experimental Pathology
and Therapy. The monkeys survive to this day.
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PROFESSOR OSTROUMOV'S HOSPITAL
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photo 1903

By the cnd ol XIX century Sukhum had only one military infirnuuy ol
0.5 beds, (butlt in 1868). With the rise i population a new hospital was
needed,

o
.t L - ! 1 5 3 . N - ". a . : .
| Professon {}a[n_mmm, keen to use Sukhum’s congenial climate as part
ol the treatment of tuberculosis inits carly stages, built, then opened a hos-
. . ( . - . . . . . |
pital m 1902, Tt was made possible by philanthropic investiment from
Soldatenkov - Moscow, Smetskoi in Sukhum and Prolessor Ostroumniov
himisell

In 1908 the State Duma named thus hospital alier Ostroumov and the
samie year Ostroumov’s wile, Varvara Scrgeevna, added a maternity wing
with her own funds. It was named the “Varvarinsky Wing.”

[n 1926 the *Varvarinsky” maternity wing was remodelled as an eve-hos-
pital. - Shortly alterwards the adjacent dacha belonging 1o General
AL .Gerardi was annexed. The dacha was tragically destroyed during the
Georgian-Abkhaz war (1992-1993).

THE INDO-€UROPEAN TELEGRAPH

photo 1999

In 1867 the Russian Government granted a concession to the Joint Stock
Companices, Simons Brothers (London) and Simons and THalske (Berlin) o ereate
A telegraphic link between India and Europe. The Indo-Furopean telegraph line
darted in London. erossed the North Sea to Emden, then Berling Tor, Warsaw,
Zhitomir. Balta, Odessa, Kereh, Fkaterinodar, following the Djubga river to the
Black Sea. From there it ran along the sea bottom to Sukhum-Kale. Alter Sukhum
i tavelled overlaned o Tillis, Yerevan, Djulpha, Tabriz, Teheran, Busher, Idjasko,
arachi, Bombay, and Caleutta. TIts primary stations were London, Kerch, and
I'cheran. Secondary stations were Warsaw, Zhitomir, O«dessa, Sukhum-Kale, Thlhs
andd “Tabrz.

The line was completed in 1869, Cast-iron telegraph poles were constructed
across Abkhazia carrying live-acrial-conductors. The telegraph office - Sukhum-
Kale was completed at the end ol 1869, The local Joint Stock Company was inau-
sirated on December 5, 1869 by the Russian Government. On May 1, 1870 the
(st telegram was sent [rom the Sukhum-Kale olfice. Links were established short-
ly alterwards to Russia, Asia, and the rest ol Furope.

The Indo-European telegraph building was constructed on Sukhum’s
I'katerminskaya street (now 65a, Chochua street - [ormerly Kalinin St). A workers’
wecommodation was erected beside it at 6.5, Chochua street. Today the Telegraph
Ofllice 1s a private home.
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THE HOUSE OF ENGINEER ALEXANDER DAL

P el SRS ¢ G b
photo 1999

In 1896 an imagmatve one-storicd building was designed and buil by the eng-
neer ALV, Dal in Olgmskaya street (now 20, Pushkin strect). The house was tiled
with white carved stone and meluded a home Tor the local swallows - as vine
entwined holes for the birds on the walls and rool. The pediment is inseribed witl
its completion date - May 1, 1890,

The arched gates nto the vard were lanked by stone vases, the arch itsell dec-
orated with ornamental leal patterns, the pediment girded with Greek ornamenta-
ton. Unlortunately the copper tracery gates have disappeared, but the [ront door
with trimmed  fretwork remains. All inner doors, windows, window [rames, win-
dowsills, shutters, jambs and lintels, wardrobes, wall shelving were made ol red yew.
The house contains three clegantly tiled lireplaces with deep wall ues helping (o
heat all the rooms. The interior walls and ceilings were beautifully painted with
bunches of flowers; the rool was covered with Marseilles tile, and well insulated
[rom below. The large reception room, led 1o a wide open terrace led and thence
a rose garden. '

"The house contained a servant’s quarters, with stable and coach-house in the yare.

During the Soviet period the building was partially reconstructed and used as 2
domestic home. At present the building stands abandoned.
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THE POLISH ROMAN-CATHOUC CHURCH

\

photo 1998

In 1915 the Polish Roman Catholic community built a
church on Vorontsovsko-Dashkovskaya street, next to the
Protestant church  (now 65b, Abazinskava street - former
[eahdze St).

Although very few Poles then lived in Russia, Sukhum
had a community ol about 1000, Inspired by their priest Jan
Piotrovski, on May 28, 1917, the Polish community estab-
lished their cultural society ‘Polski Tlouse™ in the Roman-
Catholic church. The committee consisted ol Protrovska,
Sceretary Mushinski and  Pavlovich, Russo, Kulikovskr,
Plevinska.

During the Soviet period the building was used to store
the Central State Archive ol Abkhazia. Today the church

[unctions normally,
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THE ABKHAZIA HOTEL
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photo 1999

The Toundatons ol the 90 room TTotel Abkhazia were laid in 1933 - at 9
Audgylara Street (formerly Frunze Street), Designed in Soviet Classical stvle by the
Russian architect Alexander Shuko, it included several accompanying buildings
(like the one-story collee shop and Kara-Khasan bakery). Its construction involved
the demolton of the two-storied TTotel Metropolis and Abkhazia’s oldest hotel
The France (1879).

Unul then The France had been a favourite for a number of well known guests,
mcluding the archeologists Nikitin, Uvarova and Sizov, and in 1888 Anton
Chekhov.

Between 1983-1984 the TTotel Abkhazia housed the VAO Intourist Abkhaz
headquarters, headed by Razman Chalmaz, It was regarded as the best in the [(or-
mer Soviet Unon., .

In 1985 1t was scriously damaged by fire and closed. The Polish company
Budimex was contracted for the repairs, but never completed it by the time of the
Soviet Unmion's collapse. Alter that all reconstruction ceased.
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DOCTOR MEEROVICH'S SANATORIUM

photo 1910

In 1907 a two storied house with garret was built at the eross ol Olginskaya
and Inzhenernaya streets (now 16, Pushkin street), designed by Alex Bahm, Tt
was commissioned by Doctor Aron Mecrovich and used as a sanatorum. The
house's 12 rooms could accommodate up to 40 patients and included special
rooms lor inhalaton, x-ray, and physical therapy. Upstans the garet contained
a solarium. The monthly charge Tor [ull board and lodging was 100 roubles per
PCTSOL.

Meerovich was a member ol the ‘Sukhum Society Against Tuberculosis;’
“The Association ol Doctors;” “The  Agriculural Society;” “The Society ol
xplorers:” and Tis wile a member ol “The Sukbum Society ol Iedducational
Assistance’,

Alter Mecrovich's death i 1929 the building housed  the Sukhum
Physiological Therapeutic Institute, and later durng the Soviet period,
Polyelimic No 1. The building was badly damaged during the Georglan-Abkhaz.
ol 1992-19935.
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DOCTOR KOSHKO'S SANATORIUM

photo 1911

Fhus sanatorium was built in 1907 by Dr Koshko, Assistant Director of

the Sukhum Milicuy Hospital - 258 Infantry Regiment. Koshko hired
ﬂlt‘.x;lllltlt']' Smitsin 1o design an 18 room clinic able o accommodate up o
25 pauents. In 1915 the building was enlarged 1o 28 rooms and housced up
to 40. It 1s the upper lelt hand building i the photo.

Between 1907 and 1912 the building transformed into one of Sukhumn’s
many health orientated pensions. Its position up on Sukhum Mountain (29,
Papaskiri Street), was considered béter from the point of view of air quali-
1y From 1912 10 1931 1t became a (ull sanatorium (in 1921 it was named
Hillf:r the Soviet Doctor Poluogorodnikov).  The sanatorium’s orginal
Director was Dr Shulz and monthly charge for full board and lodging was
100-150 roubles per person.

Alter 1931 it converted (o a boarding school, and alter 1940 beeame 2
domestic residence.

THE AZRA SANATORIUM

L]
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photo 1927

In 1911 an imposing, threesstoried sanatorium was constructed on
Cherndavsky THIL The Communists renamed the hill Stalin Mountain, then
later Sukhum Mountain (its Abkhaz name is Samat-ikhu). Commussioned
by Fkatering Allerova it was named “Azra’ on completion. She hired Dr
Noaryshkin to run it Its original capacity was 60 patients {(enlauged 1o 80 dur-
g the Soviet penod).

Between 1928 and 1936 the sanatorium was renamed Panian 4 Marta’
(‘In Memory ol the Ath March” - the day when Soviet Power was established
i Abkhazia). Later the Balneology Institute was established here and two
more Hoors added.

At the present moment the A, Kudjba Institute of Alternative Medicine,

is located here.
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SAMURIDI'S VILLA THE HOTEL RUSSIA
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photo 1899

photo 1999 I TROB o Liest class hotel was constructed on the Mikhailovskaya embankment

(o 02, Makhadprov embankment - lormerly Rustavel) - and n;unm! ]“lu: Russia.
Lhe hotel belonged 1o the merchant, Solomon Wollenson and {‘{‘J-Iilli‘llllt.‘il 30 com-
Lartble rooms, a big reception hall and Ingh quality restaurant. ||I1l:: sanie year
Waltenson bule a landing-pier for small leluccas to letch passengers El't‘}lll .‘-‘-EIIIIS I
Sulchiim Bay, who were then encouraged to stay m The Russia, the ity 3 I}L*r?t hotel.
U they died their joumey was Iree ol charge. The hotel looked very appealing from the
s, andd the tandl ran between | to 6 roubles per day. -
O March 15, 1903 the city authonities decided to cobble the street in ]ITIml of .“w
hotel, Sice the building was then the city’s most clegant, the paving was pamstaking-

In 1912 an clegant, domed townhouse was comnussioned by thie tobac-
comerchant and Chanrman ol the Greek community Christopher Samuridi,
Designed by the architect AV, Modrakh it was built at the crossing of
Torgovaya and Konduktorskaya streets (now 41, Ardgylara Strecet - Tormer
I'runze St). .

In 1915 the house was hought the busmessman, Prince Djato Chachba
(Shervashidze) - owner of a winery and tnning lactory. It is said when the
voung Prince married Djota’s relative, Prince Tatakhan Achba rode up the

staars to the sccond [loor on horseback to announce the bride’s arrival, This

v lowvered 3.5 mches so not 1o disturb 1t | -
I Janmary 1908 a fire destroyed the hotel, and although rebuilt the same year, 1t
lost mch of its former beauty, The onginal domes were hot restored. 1
[ 1910 Wollenson's son sold the buillding to the Russian Iu:-'.lln':mm (T{}]]]{]EIII}’.
LT Lt Hoor became a warchouse and apartments for second, third and forth class

ancedote was used by Fazil Iskander in his book set in the region ‘Sandro ol
Chegem.'

In 1921 the Abkhaz Central Executive Commitiee was located in the
butlding and later the Council ol Ministers. Shortly belore the 1992-3 war
the ollice ol the patriotic movement ‘Aundgylara® was situated here.

At present it contains the Institute of Tumanities named alter Dimutri
Gulia.

prssengers, The second Hoor remained lor first class passengers. Rumours that 1t w:'.-lﬁ
won during a card game - due 1o its attractive brick I‘Hntl.i:i ol hu;u'l..*; and Spmmlﬂl-
e unproved. In 1925 the Russian poet Sergel Yesenin stayed  in room 21, Al
present the buillding 1s a private home.
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DACHA OF PRINCE G.D. CHACHBRA (SHERVASHIDZE)

photo 1991

| In l‘.:’?{}? A grand private house was buill on Marunskaya street (now 93
l]!|;nm:1|u.;? street) lor Prince Georgi Dmitrievich Ch;whh;-l (Shervashidze) :
Oberhollmeister at court ol 1lis Majesty the Emperor of Russia, The lll'il;l‘.‘t'1‘-'.
manager Ketriz supervised the building of the house. E

Due to the carly death ol his parents, Prince Chachba (1817-1918) was
adopted and brought up in Kutaisi by its Governor-General, NP I{c:-liuhi'lkil;
and his wife, the children’s writer Anng Koliubiakina, |

| Chachba graduated from the Moscow Unwversity/Law faculty and served in
Tfﬂiﬂ as Assistant to the Caucasian Governor-General, In 1883 ht'l bhecame
“t’:{{‘E-G{WEt'I]Ul', and m 1889 - Governor of Tillis. e married the widow ol Tsar
Nicholas II, Maria Fedorovna - afier her husband’s death (2 marriage without
hereditary rights).

Prfm'{: Chachba owned substantial arcas of land in Abkhazia including a
?;111;1: forested plot between the rivers Dziguta and Kelasur. Tle also owned land
m Gagra, and the villages of Fshera and Basla,

At the present the building is a private house in bad need of repair,

HOLSE OF PRINCE A.G. CHACHBA (SHERVASHIDZE)

L

e ECn pni Lo i2e noaertamy un e phe T LS00 SRR LR

i

o TR SR

AT it

Nt
Lyt
h

[ THRES o Luge one-=storied bulding was crected at the crossing ol Zavodskaya
aned Adimiralteiskaya streets (now 10, Gulia Street - lormer Chavehavadze St). Tt was
bt Tor Licwtenant-General, Prince Grigort Alibeevich Chachba (Shervashidze)
(IHLTHROE) 1o accommodate the Prince’s large Lanuly: wile Agahia Flizbarovna
il sons Ivan, Alexander and Konstantine; and daughters, Despina, Kesara,
Sishin and Salomeya.

Alter the death of GLAL Chachba his elder son Ivan Grigonevich  (1849-1908)
moved into a new house (today 71, Zvanba Street - former Tsereteli St). The
voneest brother Konstantine Grigonievich (1858-1914) constructed a house at
today's 29, Shotlandskaya Street) and the muddle son Aleksander Grigorievich
(152 -1933) ook the Tather’s house. Mother and sisters moved mto a neighbounr-
e house built in 1883 (now 8, Gulia Street). On the 18 May, 1918, A.G. Chachba
marned Princess I Tarkhan-Mouravi.

[h 1905 Alcksander Grigorievich Chachba was elected Chairman ol the
Sukbim Ciy Duma, and i 1911 became Ilead ol the City Admunstration. Te
held this post unal 1921 and the institution of Soviet power in Abkhazia.

i 1914 Aleksander Grigorievich proposed the transformation of the Sukhum
Olaug Cregion’) into a provinee, and Abkhazia part of a Thighlander Republic.

[ the Soviet period A.G. Chachba’s house was used as a kindergarten., Today
the hulding stands i a bad state ol disrepair.
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VILLA OF PRINCE G.M. CHRCHBA (SHERVASHIDZE)

photo 1991

In 1905 a handsome Art Nouveau villa was built in Korotkaya street (now ),
Lasuria Tupik) for the poct and dramatist, Prince Georgt Mikhalovieh
Chachba (Shervashudze) (1816-1918). Tt was designed by VAL Kovalski. Georg
was son and hen ol the ruling Prince ol Abkhaza, G.M. Chachba. The [ather
called this house "Chemit’s villa” (Chemi was his son’s nickname - given to him
by his teacher and relative Kesaria Dadiani) As an adult Prince Georgt manrmied
Yelena Andrevskava, Today Luee copper Latin letters can still be seen on the
lacade,

Alter the death ol Georgt Mikhailovich in 1918 the building was inherited
by lus cousmn, the actor Prince AK.Chachba (I1867-1968), Alexander
Konstantinovich Chachba lived there only unul February 1919 when he emi-
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Gt 1o France as part of Diageley’s ballet troupe. Currently there is a pro-

Ut i the building into a House-Muscum for G.M. and AK.

Chachibn. AL the moment there is little chance ol this as the building was
ontonsdy damaged during the Georglan-Abkhaz war. So lar no repairs have

by naele,
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VILLA PALKOVNIK AVERKIEV

THE RUSSIAN STEAMSHIP AND TRADE COMPANY

W

photo 1991

photo 1999

- . : S : - . : : e ol the most prominent buldimes
Fhe buildig ol the Russian Steamship aid Trade Company (Russian abbrevi- e ol l

aton - "‘ROPIT) was built at the begiming of XX century on Mikhatllovskaya
crnbankment (now 68, Makhadzhit embankment - lormerly Rustavell) m [ront ol

i Subdom, this distinetive villa wathe twn,
curved, At Nouveau  windows  and
citnce.  stands  on the  summit ol
Stilchiom Mountamn, at 36 Papaskne Street,
ol e 1905 for the Russian General
P alkoviik Averkiev, he had it designed to
aiclude o sanatorium for Dr Gambashudze
1 Georgian doctor. During Soviet times il
hecame a student hall ol residence.
At the start ol the Georgran-Abkhaz
war i 1992 this splendid villa was the hirst
tor be destroyved, when a helicopter erashed

today’s Port Building. It was the Company’s second building. The first was built in
1880 beside the company storchouse (now 1, Konlederati street). The company’s
main exports were tobacco, hardwood and tea.

The company agent was the Ttalian AL Kantesini and their ships transported
passengers, vanous cargoes and mail. On the front of this clegant domed building
onc can still see where the big copper letters ‘ROPIT were nailed. A jetty and nai-
row-gauge railway was built before i, with trolleys shuttling to and from the store-
house. *

Today the ‘ROPIT” building is occupied by the Abkhay Steamship Company.

o s rool,

photo 1999
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THE KSANDOPULO BROTHERS HOUSE

B ¥ A

photo 1991

In 1906 a distinctve, two-storicd building, designed by the Ukraniar
architect, Savva Botko was erected at the cross of Mikhailovskaya embank
ment and Alckseevsky Prospekt (now 70, Makhadpm embankment - for
merly Rustavel)). Comnussioned by the Greek merchants, the Ksandopule
brothers, the building remains virtually unchanged, still sporting its clegant
cupola room on its western cnd.

In 1911 a third loor was added o the buillding’s second hall, The
Ksandopulos brothers lived in the building, but also let out some of thei
rooms. The ground lloor contained a storchouse, and included a separate
coal warchouse.

At the present the building 1s a private house.

THE REAL GRAMMAR SCHOOL

photo 1991

[ 1004 0 grammar school was constructed on Konduktorskaya strect
(ow 21, Basaria street), designed in neo-classical style by the architect Ivan
el As a day school it contained one preparatory orm and seven stan-
dard Torms. The charge lor students was 10 roubles a year.

By 1908 Sukbum had seven educational mstitutions and 9410 students
(82 bovs and 358 grls),

The annual educational budget was 72 thousand roubles, ol which 47
thotsand came from the State Treasury and 25 thousand [rom the Sukhum
iy Clonnel.

By 1912 the number of educational establishments had risen to 1 and
e annual budget to 75 thousand roubles.

Today the Sukhum Industrial College occupies this building.
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HIGH SCHOOL AND TERCHER-TRAINING COLLEGE

=i

photo 1991

[ 1900 a Thgh school was built on Tretia Podgornava street (now 60,
Lth Maveh Street), designed by architeet Tvan Begieh, Tt oflered six-year
courses lor students as well as teacher training. The charge was 10 roubles
per vear. without board and lodgime. The Abkhaz educationalist AM.
Chochua was the School Inspector and he imitated a two-year teacher-
trammg course. A sccond [ree primary school was also attached to the
[Tigh School. Lavrentu Beria studied at the school [rom 1907 1o 1914 and
was noted as a backward student. TTe also atended the teacher-training
course. From the Soviet pertod onward the school was renamed School
No 3. Today the school sull stands but without its rool,

THE ALOIZI VILLA

grayMys  Yieaaa 1M Azoosn

photo 1906

I THOG the construction ol one ol Sukhuom’s Tinest villas was begun at the cross-
i ol Zavoddsdawya street and Baratinskaya street (now 1, Gulia Street, lormerly
Clvs b ze), Te belonged 1o the Deputy Tead ol Sukbioom Okrig region,
Faesmenmi-Colonel MUAL D'Simon.

Hbe Bl ling was boughit Trom D'Simon’s widow e 1903 by the Freneh sitlkiwor
pcecdor, Toadann Mikhadovieh Alora (L85 -1925), Tormerly iving i Kiev, Tt cost him
e i roubles, A vear later he commussioned the arelintect Alexander Smtsin
o eceomsbruet the villv i a Bavish miixture ol archutectural styles = ‘romantic modern,”
seegothie, Moorsh and the atest elements ol pseado-Russin.

Ll alsor designed the garden, wlnch included a Tountun with Capad holding o
ke iy o Baneds, water spouting [rom his mouth., The second Hoor corndors were
B withy seulls of Tong-horned Caucastan goats, anrochs and deer, "The anldimg
Cottes i nnnstal guantity of stuceo moulding, the gates and columns are adorned
with lion seulptores, and the rool has three cupolas. Between 1925 and 1938 the
Abk v plivvwnight Samson Chanba made the villa his home.

Coprently this beautiful structure stands e astate ol agie negleet. The wood s
ol copolas rasting, and structural eracks are appearnng in the walls. Without
et ennon ths mqgue butlding may be lost,
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THE SAN-REMO HOTEL

photo 1924

Ine 1911 o thiree-storied, Tist-class hotel was bl |3H':ii|£; the sea at the
crossing ol Romanovskava street and Mikhadovskana ecmbankment (now 2,
[.con Street - lormerly Lenm Street), The hotel had 25 comlortable rooms
and was owned by the Greek nmber merchant Christopher Spanaki. The
hotels Liest Toor restarant, “The Bozba,” was the hest m Sukhun,

Unnd 1911 the sie was occupied by several buildines; the Tormer one-
storted "Birzbia” restanrant, butlt i 188 13 the twvo-storied hotel "Tsentralnaya
CCentral’) budde e 1907 the one-storicd hamrdressing salon Jean™ built in
LS99 and the twosstorted Gollindia CHollimd™) conlectioner’s bult in 1907,
Adbwere knocked down o build the San Remo, which then atracted many
promment people. In 1938 the Communists renamed 1ot The Ritsa inoan
attemplt o disissoctte 1t rom s Capitahist past, (Comnmmnist power only
illy took hold in Abkhazia alter 1937, alter Bena had Abkhazia’s leader,

Nestor Takoba murdered),

L 1020 Teo Trotsky delivered Taus speech on the occasion ol

Lotn's death rom the second oor balcony - which marked the
el ol as conthet with Stalin, In 1930 the Armenan poct
Moot Shaginen stayed m room 6. In October 1992 the hotel was
destroved by Bire during the war, and now stands as a burnt out shell.

photo 1999
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YANOVSKY'S DACHA

photo 1901

An maportmt hegare e local cdueanonal Tnstory was Kinll Petrovich
Yanovsky - Inspector ol Schools Tor the Caucasus region, Yanovsky is

famouns Tor re-structuring the educational system, establishing a number ol

acriculiural schools across the Concasus, and generallv broadenme imternas

tonal knowledee on the region. As a keen ethnologist he pubhshed the
"Almanac of the Trbes and Regions ol the Cancasus’ (Russian abbreviation
SMONMPK). Yanovsky bhecame a local Counsellor, and lrom 1901 a4 mem
ber ol the State Couneil.

In 1879, soon alter the Russian-Turkish win he purchased a large plot o

land m Sukbum Ghout 19 acres) Tor 3.5 thousand roubles Trom a Captan

Babacvske, Ths dacha was completed o 1892 on Ycekatermmskaya Street
(now 67 Chochiua Street - Tormer Kalimm St

Durme the Soviet penod the Institute ol Advanced Teacher Traming
was located there.

The bulding was badly dimnaged during the Georgim-Abkhaz war
(1992-1903).

IHE AZOVSKO-DONSKOI COMMERCIAL BANK

photo 1999

[ e Sukbhum braneh ol the Azovsko-Donskor Commercial Bank was
Bondt e the end of 1912, This lauge two story building, designed by Allred
Waicny, stood m Lons-Melikovskaya street (now 31, Lakoba Street).
he pediment carries a local landscape painted by the artist Pisht and called
“Subklin panorama from the sea”.

The bank was opened i 1913, and managed by M.L. Tomara.

Today an exhibition hall occupies the ground Hoor, while the second s
dured by the State Picture Gallery and the Sukhum branch ol “Menatep’

Ihank,
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THE ORIENTAL HOTEL

phé:tn 1910

Sukhum’s Onental TTotel was built i 1908 at the cross ol
Mikhalovskava cmbankment and Kohubmkinskayva Street (now 1, Teon
Street - lormer Lenin Street), Commnussioned by the Georgian merchants
Georgt Gvalia and Dimitrt Chavehamdze, the Tlotel occupied the second
Hoor, had 22 balcones and 52 rooms. Tartlls ran between 1 and 10 roubles
aday.

Its long street-lrontage ran down rom the sea lront and housed a num-
ber ol businesses; the Akimians Brothers drapers 5 an expensive restaurant;
the Babadjan tobacco shop; the Pobeda rubber stamp factory; the Pravda
photo studio run by Yevkarpidi; the jeweller Moses Minkov; and Sukhum’s
lst cmema “The Renaissance.”

Durmg the Soviet pertod the hotel was renamed The Tkvarchal.

In 1985 the same lire that destroyed the Abkhazia TTotel also serously
damaged The Onental. Repairs were begun the [ollowing year by the Polish
company Budemex, and although never completed, a new rool was installed
which saved the mtenor. It has remamed unused for the last thirteen years.

SEREBRIANNIKOV'S DACHA

m BEET R Vst bon e bsoiima pe ol

photo 1902

[ THOY (e Swedish mining engineer, Simeon Serebriannikoy bt o
i essive provate home on Zavodskaya street (now 20, Gulia Street, formerly
v b ze) very close to the botanical garden. Tle constructed o small gan-
denepah wround the dachia, In 1903 the house was translormed mto a 1}{:;1.1'{|-
g sihool, When Screbriannikov returned o Sweden 1917 the bhunlding

Wil 1|I|-J AL | ll'i, ']H.L an v w

pewspinper Sukbuomskava See
. e
Vo, s the Tollowing P’& ST Y
. - L
veane by the sdhmumstranon o o
i f & g
ol e botamieal garden -f'__ &
1ET I
I the Soviet heyday

ol the 60s, the buldimg
wits  substantally recon-
strncted, given a quast Aat
Nonvenn lallade, Today it
retiiins as the botamcal

photo 1994
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THE STEPHANIDI RESIDENCE

a0 Y

photo 1934

In 1912 the then highest butlding in Sukhum was built at the eross of

Georgievskaya and Vorontsovsko-Dashkovskava streets (now 102, Prospect
Mur). The hve-storied house belonged o the tobacco magnate, Stephan
Stephamdi who hved on the second oor. The ground [loor housed
Stephanmd?’s tobaceo shop and a pharmacy (now a ity drug store No 2). In

1920s-1930s the bulding became the Dom Kolkhoznika hotel (Touse of

the Collective Farmer)., Stephanidi’s locally grown tobacco was sold mainly
lo the Turkish market, and branded as ‘Samsoon’ and “Trabzun.’
Currently the buillding contauns, various shops, a library and drug store,

SMETSHOLI'S DACHA AND SUBTROPICAL GARDEN

P e

photo 1991

One o former Sukhum’s most prominent sca-lront resort
areis - Sictskor’s Arboretum - started its hife m 1889 when the
el Nicholar Smetskoy (1852-1931) and s mwvahd wile
Liowtghit Ll i Sukhum and Gulripsh. In 1892 he built a dacha on
the TS were site and the Tollowing year laid out a Large subtropical

atboretui, A great varety of plants were included; 50 species of

pindins, BO cucalyptus, more than 50 camellias, a variety ol magno-

W, wnve, aned comlerous trees, alongside a unique collectnon ol

vt He also created a 5.4 acre tangerine grove. Lwvery yvear
Between 190 o 1900, Smetskor visited Southern Farope and
Nonth Alviean o gather new saplings and sceds. Tle employed a
pinber ol speaahsts; ALS. Bishkevius - on [rait-growing, vine-
growing and ornamental plants, V.AL Dokin - on general agrono-
iy KA Kirov on winemaking,

Fhe vanety of plants i Smetskor’s arboretum made it virtually
gigue e Farope, It was frequently mentioned in Enghsh, French
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and German magazines or its suceess in cultivating plants from many
cdillerent global elimates.

Smictskor beeame known as a philanthropists and was invited o
nunierous agricultural exhibitons i the Russian Fmpire and
abroad. TTe would usually speak on his collection as well as his
wine-making mnovations.,

In 1921 the Commnussariat on land ol Soviet Socialist Republic of
Abkhazia (Russian abbreviation- NARKOMZEM of SSR) placed the
Arboretum under the authority ol the Agriculture Experimental
Station,

In 1925 the Institute of Botany, Subtropical Division was opened
at the dacha, which was then transformed mto a sanatorium, namedd
alter Stalin's henchman, Sereo Ordzhonikidze. Tt became a rest
home lor the Party elite. Many proniunent politicians and social [ig-
ures staved there, meluding: Dzerinsky, Fadeev and the poet Osip
Mandelstam.,

In 1925 Smetskor, as sentor consultant ol the  arboretum,
receved the highest pension in Abkhazia. In 1946 the sanatorium
was given o the Mustry ol Interior of TISSR and a governmental
dacha set up there.

In 1953 the dacha was taken over by the Council of Mimisters ol
the Georgian SSR and renamed “The Sukhumi Sanatorium.” During
the Georgan-Abkhaz war i 1992-1993 Fduard  Shevardnad z¢
stayed there, Currently the dacha remains government property.

THE GULRIPSH SANATORIUM
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photo 1903

i THOH Nicholan Smictskor began his distinguished carcer as sanatorim
Poebhder, starting tus fist on a 150 acre hillside SHC m'crlm?kinﬂ; the l%lm:k
Mo, B Kilonetres south of Sukhum. e called Hull'i;:.r;h alter the Tocal vil-
Bagge: el i was opened i 1902, The l]lI’L‘{'-Hl{I}I'}' ]}1111&:]111.;; could house 110
penple Gnereased o 200 during the Soviel period), and [ull board and lodg-
i ot G0 poubles per month. Tt contained all the then modern convens-
s = electnicity, running water, full bathrooms, clevators, lﬁv]l}lmnvﬂ. 1
Bt canteens, post-ollice, carriages, as well as a Ihn:;_nrt* ;rm{l dimmg room.
S cbising e the treatment of tubereular patients, ats 11‘11]([:11&'.~;wa':~:‘1~ con-
siivicted i such aoway that they could stay open the year round, m l]11r: win-
wr e air beine carelully direeted upward and heated before entering the
s, Dinring the Soviet period a lung sanatorium was ereated there named
aler L, N -
Daring the 194121945 war it converted into a military hospital. "Today
Uy Crulripsh sanatorium remains ina state ol sad abandonment and slow

b n“ulj LA
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THE AGUDZERA SANATORIUM

TII’FT

photo 1907

In 1895 Smetskor founded a small botanical garden m lis plot ol land
Agudzera village, 1t covered some 15,000 square meters. TTe also ercated a large
vineyard planted with *Shaska’ grapes. In 1905 he hived the architeet Alexander
Suntsin o buld s Erge Agudzera sanatorium on and around this plot. The sana-
tormum would eventually cover 110 acres and he also had the neighbouring 122 acre
park planted out, The two-story sanatorium had 70 rooms and could accommaodate
100 persons (i the Soviet the ligure was doubled). Full board and lodging cost 55
roubles per month.

The sanatorum was well equipped and mcluded a drug store, a large hall hilled
with luxurious Turniture, 4 sitting rooms, 5 verandas, a reading-room, a post-oflice,
a landline, and substantial restaurant/theatre, all with running water and central
heating,

On the nearby sca shore Smetskor buile a lighthouse and small jetty. e lined
the approach road with 400 eypresses and provided the sanatorium with carriages
Lor trips to Sukhum.

In 1908 he improved communications further by building the Agudzera railway
statton; a house lor German workers, a parish school and German church.

During the Soviet period the sanatorium became part of the Sukhum Technical
Institute ol Physics. Today 1t stands deserted.
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THE GULRIPSH 2 SANATORIUM

photo 1938

Lo PO Senectskeot Boalt vet another sanatorium. Larger sull than the others and with
Dospieabintion, the CGanpsh-2 had 112 250 patents (H0O i
A Sovdet peiod), The chiarge was 125 roubles a month. Tt meluded hydropathie and
anteen with stage, numerous baths, [ull plumbing, ele-

rooms, contld accommodate

il pdadiesny roonns, i e o
phiote, elevatons, post-ollice and carriage lacihties. The walls were pamted with nurals
s W comtaned a lage top-tloor veranda for patients to take the ar,

v totad of 5 mallion roubles were spent on Smetskor’s three splendid sanaton-
Antdzera and Gulripsh-2, and they covered an arca ol some 3,800
k and ule factory, a sawnull, a metal workshop, a

iiiiia Ealinpsh,
debvn, Sietskon also bult a brick
deckilomieter narrow-gauge railway, a live-stock farm for 30-35 cows, a winery, shops
aiid severnl houses tor the German sanatorium stall.

Welindl the sanatorium he planted a forest covering some 3,500 acres where
tients could walk, 432 acres were planted with ornamental plants, 216 acres with
b, 1S acres wath vines, 810 acres with various agrncultural products, and also
g thiee nore kitchen garden.

g the Soviet period the sanatorium specialised in Jung complamts and was
st alier Lemmn, Durng and alter the Georgian-Abkhaz war (1992-1993) the
Bthchiog was badly looted and at present lies ina tragie state of abandonment.
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THE RIVIERA HOTEL

photo 1991

In 1901 the architeet Alexander Sinitsin was commussioned 1o
build a three-storied, 30 room hotel in Koliubiakinskayva street (now
9, Leon Street - formerly Lenin Street). Tts owner, a German doctor’s
widow, Anna Rudollovna  Preobrazhenskava lirst named it The
Kurort. In 1907 the hotel was partly destroyved by fire; rebuilt and in
1912 renamed The Riviera, Rooms rented for 1-6 roubles a day. At
that tme Sukhum'’s population was around 25,000,

Fhe Toandding: contaunmed a variety ol busmesses, the best known
i e Sukbom Caltueal Society, which occupied the ground
Hews . s cestaneant and theaoe combined, quickly gathered arep-
bt b excellent conceerts and drama productions. Beside it stood
e phistogiapher AR Kozlov's ‘Progress’ photo-studio and beside
it the hortienltuaral shop ol the Agricultural Society - who looked
alter Sukbm's Botameal Garden. The Tlotel occupied the second
Howr wned thied Hoors and meluded 1ts own Doctor’s surgery (D
Muiweliz)

e Wavicrn Hounshed unal 1938, when it was taken over by the
ciy's e local newspaper ‘Sovietskaya Abkhazia’ - published m
thiee Tgages - Russian, Georgian and Abkhaz, By then Sukhuom's
popilaiion hiad swelled 1o 70,000,

Ehie the Georgtan-Abkhaz war the hotel was badly damaged.

Carrentdy o hies sealed and abandoned, awalting restoration,

photo 1999

53



TELEGRAPH AND POST-OFFICE

photo 1991

L DRPE o il v ninasionm school was butltac the crossing ol Kolmbiakmskava
seuid i Boehie e Strect (mow 25, Leon Street - Tormer e St). T THO Fa

Seantad Besinr s welided The school Tad 8 forms, olterme Iall hoard and lodging

By 1881 both Suklinny's elegraph and post ollices were housed i the

. . . . ) 10y l”lillllllil | Y LN

sanme: binldimg at the eross ol Miklhatlovskava embankment and Morskava 1 Tsiiiisd. 100 1o
- IRl il

street (now 1, Sakharov Street - former Octoberskaya St). But soon the one- ke s 157 Latiis)

stored buldme (constructed e 1880) hecame oo small and m 1902 13.8. b 13 coubdes (K

Anisimov designed a second loor,

TEVRTIL.

The postal service became ol greater importance due to the inercasing Is the Sovict pori
' 1l ik TR i

populaton and number ol holiday-makers. In 1915 the architeet Samoilov bl sohionl wa

designed a new, bigger, two-storied telegraph ollice at the crossmg ol
Georgievskava street and Shervashidzievskaya street.

il Sidunl NOo 2

1ITEYE ST LT AT L NIT
Mail arrived mostly by the ships ol the Russian Trade Company and

dA% BRRAREEBRanNg Inh-u||

Russtan Transport and Insurance Companies. It was then delivered by bicy- 1 A N
N - TIRIRY 1 gh 8RR

cles and Russian trotkas unul awtomobile transport became available alter ik | LTI
1 LER | LN | 1 ]

1912, Today the Sukhum General Post-Olfhee occupies the building., : el b

M l||||| |1|||[

I i TIRAN |l||- : 5 .

photo 1999
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THE SUKHUM MUTURL CREDIT COMPANY

37

photo 1991

A he Suldm Mual Credine Commpany was established i 1901
by local citizens, led by Michacl Tomara, Fight vears later in 1909 1

had FLS members witl a working capital of 52 thousand roubles. By
L91T the hignres had mercased to 657 members and a working capi-

al ol 529 155 roubles, which nearly doubled agimm the Tollowing vear

lo SO, 120 vonbles.

[o TOT2 the Company decided to bald o mvo-stoned ollice

56

ullhlllllliltlllulnn-l Seet thow 4, Leon Steeet = lormer Toemn St) -
bt by AR Ian's lust protessional architeet Razhden Kakuba,
Hoape i o Noverher 4, 1912 and housed the company bank.
Pl et Ber Belid the press and editonal oflices ol the local news-
pinpas Mubbiinsky Vestnik'

P compny wi o become avital support Tor many conmmer-
Cl et cluding the export ol tobacco, tea, citrus,

Eractog the Soviet period the Russian Drama "Theatre was locat-
eil theve P the Georgian=-Abkhaz war (1992-1993) the bnld-
s e and rool were completely destroyed.
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THe €LeCTRICITY COMPANY

"

" A

photo 199

In 1907 o onc-storied translormer bullding was bt at the eross «
Kolmbiakmskava and Inzhenernaya Streets (now 23, Leon Street - lorme
[enm St lor the Sukbum Flectrieity Company. Tt was designed by Ivai
Bewicl.

In June the same vear the company, headed by GUFD Nikitime and part
nered by the cngmeer KE. Andrevsky, began constracting a hvdroclectn
power station m upper reaches ol the Baslay River.

ol 1909 Sukbum had been it by kerosene or gas, but by the end of
that year 1t boasted one hundred street lamps, mostly mstalled at cross
roads. Electrilication ol the city was completely by May 1, 1909, Most parks
cardens, squares, the city market, landing stages, hotels, schools, hospita
and private houses were soon hit. - Shortly alterwards stmall nmulls, Lctonre
and prining houses also began to use the clectrienty.

Today the buillding remamns the central city electrie power station,

THE MIR TOBACCO COMPANY

photo 1924

t 190 the "Mu' Tobacco Company bult an ollice at the cross ol
ook inskoava nnd Georgrevskaya Streets (now 17, Leon Street - lormerly
Laiibig M)
P s dhiigestore (now the ety drug-store No 1), a hbrary, Gogidzhnova's

Lhe thiee stoned builldmg was large enough to accommuodate KU1

iy shiop, the "Siger” sewmg machime shop, and Shanshem’s clothing
1|IH'|I

Pt the Soviet period it beeame the "Palace ol Labour” then the Councl
al Soviet Dyepities buldimg, When m 1950 Sukhum was haled as having the
USRS best avie ammenities, Moscow Counctl presented the ety with tower
chok o whie b waso mstalled on the bulding’s dome - which remains to thas day.

Fowday the ity Admmmstranon remains i thas bulding,
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LAPTEV'S DACHA

In 1892 the rich but infirm Moscow citigen 11° Laptey, came to
Sukhum. Due o his !'-illh."-l.‘tllli‘lll FCCONVETY, I-Ipll vl 'u|r|1 el two-st1o-
ned dacha onca plot on Podgornoe Shosse (now 2 e stk a Street),
completed m 1896,

In 1901, soon alier his death, his wile A Sergeesin tevels ped nto
a guest house (most of Sukhum's villas becnme goaesthiomses ot one Lme).
Then m 1904, as Chair of Sukhum's Red Croms Society, shie tored ot into
asanatorium lor ollicers wounded i the Rossin Tpniaise wie. I'vom 1909
unul 1917 Anna Sergeevna Shanshiovi e e of Bor s ol Lisbaned)
redeveloped it as the Monrepo guest hiosise

At the present moment the dacha s n privinte howse. The beanunlul -
den-park made by Laptev has disappesiedd

photo 1899

THE RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CONVENT

photo 1991

In 1888 a two-storied Russian Orthodox Convent was built on
Olgmskaya Street (now 8, Pushkin Street). The school oflered Turther edu-
cation facilities for graduates ol the gymmnasium school, as well as religious
traiming lor those wanting to become nuns.

At the begimning ol the Soviet period it was converted mto a hospital, By
then Sukhum had a Russian primary school, a Greek college, an Armenian
college, a Jewish college, a Georgian school, a private college belonging (o
V.L. Okorokova, and scveral others. Today the building stands vacant.
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THE GRAND-HOTEL AND ALOIZI THEATER

photo 1914

In 1907 the Toundatons were Laid Tor a large building by the sea-Iront,
situated at the corner ol Mikhailovskaya embankment and Olginskaya
Street (now 2, Pushkin St). The building was comnmussioned by the mer-
chant Toakim Alowa (designed by Sarkisov) to become Sukhum’s Grand-
[Totel. The structure was Imally linished in 1912, By then it had grown to
mclude not only a comlortable 30 room hotel but a 670 sceat theatre - bl
hehnd .

The overall structure eventually included an expensive restaurant, casi-
no, garage with car hire, the *Olympia’ cinema, and two shops. Additionally
aroller skating=rink was built in (ront of the hotel. In 1921 the then *Aloizi’
theatre was renamed the State Theatre ol Abkhazia, and i 1930 the Grand-
[otel took on the Abkhaz name the Bayb.

In 19145 a hire runed both the hotel and theatre. Tts rebuilding in an
cclecne, pseudo-Classical style was more imaginative than many Communist
creations ol the ume. The architects were Kote Chkhewdze and Misha

Chkhikvadze and the new theatre contained 800 scats. It re-opened on

the 1st May 1950,
Theatre.

Since then it has remamed the Abkhazy Drama

photo circa 1965
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THE €LLADA HOTEL

photo 1908

L 1907 a4 two-stonied hotel was built in neo-Classical style, at 71 m
Kurortnaya Street (now L Papaskint Street). Commuissioned by the mer-
chant K. Kommmo and his wile (Chairman ol the Sukhum Charitable
Soctety), iwas designed by Siitsin and named The Ellada.

The hotel could sleep 20 and cost 1-5 roubles per day. Full board and
lodgme ran between 45 and 100 roubles a month.

In avtumn ol 1916 the Teachers” Scminary ook over the hotel and
opened a small prmary school, 1o give tramee eachers work experience.
Promiment educationalists such as D.LGulia, N.S.Djanashia, MJUT. Rannelt,
P.AL Pravdivisev, LL Zaporozhsky, and the dramatist S.Y Chanba, gave lee-
tures there.

At present the buillding houses the Kovach Musical School.

SUKHUM CATHEDRAL

photo circa 1895

With the end ol Ouoman domination, the Russian Orthodox Church
was able to re-establish the Abkhaz Diocese i 1851,

In 1885 Abkhaz Diocese was divided mto two regions. The Tt
stretched from Novorussusk i the north down to Pitsunda. The second
[rom Pitsunda to the Ingurt river, including one village m the Zugchdi is-
trict. The combmed Diocese included over 100 churches.

In 1888 the Alexander Nevsky Cathedral was erected in the centre of
Sukhum-Kale. Over the years the butlding was expanded a number ol nmes,
the bell tower in particular climbed several stories. A small cemetery lor
priests and prominent ligures was crcated beside the cathedral. In 1937 the
Communsts razed the Cathedral to the ground along with the cemetery.

In 1947 they replaced it with the Sukhum Plhulharmonic Theatre - which
remains there to thus day.
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THE BISHOP'S HOUSE

photo 1912

The process ol building the Bishop's house beside the Cathedral in
Nolibiakimskaya (now 22, Leon Street - former Lenin St) begun its lile by
special decree ol the Tloly Synod ol July 1) 1891, On August 27" 1891 ITis
Grace DBishop Agalodor applicd for permussion 1o the City. On 21
September 1891 they allotted him a plot of Tand to the west of the Cathedral.
The bunlding was Tmshed in 1897 and included the Diocese oflices.

T the north ol the house a small park and cemetery was also ereated.

When the Red Army arrived, they abolished the Orthodox Chureh in
1921 The Bishop's house was translormed into the Abkhaz State Muscum.
[t remauns as such today.

SAMURIDI'S THEATRE AND 'NAUKA | ZHIZN" CINEMA

photo 1935

In 1912 a ‘modern style” Art Nouveau theatre and cimema, was erected
on Koliubiakinskia Street. Commissioned by the merchant and Charman
ol the Greek community Christopher Samundi, it was designed by archutect
Allred Banmaux. The theatre and cmema were called "Samundi” and
Nauka 1 zhizn’ (science and hie’) respectively.

During the Soviet penod the cinema was renamed "Apsny.” In 1970 the
Samuridi theatre was completely destroyed by fire. Fxcavatons on the site
produced a 12 centimetre statuctte ol the Greek goddess Demeter sitting
on a throne.

Later the Georgian Drama Theatre was bult in that locanon, now the
Russian Theatre.
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THE SINOP DACHA OF PRINCE A.M. ROMANOV

photo circa 1900

In 1891 Prince Alexander Mikhailovich (grandson ol the Russian
Fmperor Nikolai I) and his wile, Princess Ksenia Alexandrovna (the daugh-
ter of the Russian Emperor Alexander I bought the ‘Flora’ dacha [rom
Colonel Apolon Vedensky. This attractive dacha was built in 1872 and so
called Tor the 10,000 young trees and scedlings cultivated there, many never
scen in Abkhazia belore.

Alexander Mikhalovich renamed the dacha ‘Sinop’ in honour ol the
Russian [leet’s 1853 victory against the Turks in Sinop harbour. The royal
couple collaborated with the German horticulturist Karl Brenner to devel-
op the dacha’s garden.

Previously, in 1886, Alexander Mikhailovich had bought a large plot of

Land (620 acres) at the mouth ol the Machara river which he named
‘Dhioskuna.” e also ercated a second estate (2160 acres) not Lar [rom Gagra
which he called "Colkhda’

The "Smop” garden became Tamous Tor its agricultural exhibitions and
won many prizes. In the Soviet penod the ‘Smop’ garden, ‘Dioskuria’ and
‘Colkhida’ estates were turned into horticultural industrial estates producing
a wide variety ol seeds, plants and young trees.

[n 1917, alter the emigration ol the Romanovs, the ‘Sinop” dacha became
the "Simop Tohday Camp.” It was destroyed i the Georgian-Abkhaz war,
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THE SINOP DACHA

photo 1936

In 1933 a three-storied sanatorium was built on the “Sinop™ dacha
land for the Central Executive Committee of CPSU using Armenian tuffa
stone. The entrance was heralded by tuffa stone lions. In 19406 1t became
a hostel for captured German scientists working on the atomic bomb.
After their departure from USSR in 1956 the building was used a domes-
tic house for Soviet scientists at the Technical Institute of Physics. Today

It is a private home.
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Abkhazia Hotel

Aqgudzera Sanatorium

Aloizi villa

Azovsko-Donskoi Commercial Bank
Azra Sanatorium

Bishop's House

Dr Koshko's Sanatorium

Dr Meerovich's Sanatorium

Electricity Company

Ellada Hotel

Engineer Alexander Dal's House
Europe Hotel and shopping centre
German Church

Girls Gymnasium school

Grand Hotel and Aloizi theatre
Gulripsh Sanatorium

Gulripsh-2 Sanatorium

High School and teacher training college
Highlander School

Indo-European Telegraph Office
Ksandopulo Brothers House

Laptev's dacha

Mir Tobacco company

Oriental Hotel

Palkovnik Averkiev villa

Polish Roman Catholic Church
Prince A.G. Chachba's villa

Prince G.D. Chachba's dacha

Prince G.M. Chachba’s villa
Professor Ostroumov's dacha
Professor Ostroumov's Hospital

Real Grammar School

Riviera Hotel

Russia Hotel

Russian Orthodox Convent

Russian Steamship and trade company
Samuridi's theatre and Nauki | Zhizn cinema
Samuridi's Villa

San Remo Hotel

Serebriannikov's dacha

Sinop dacha

Sinop dacha of Prince A.N. Ramanov
Smetskoi's dacha and subtropical garden
Stephanidi residence

Sukhum Cathedral

Sukhum Mutual Credit Company
Telegraph and Post Office
Yanovsky's villa
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Most of the buildings in the modern city of Sukhum, situated on |
the Caucasian Black Sea coast, were created around the turn of |
the century, during the heyday of Art Nouveau. What makes this
city so unique is the influence exercised by the health professions ‘
on the city’s design. Unfortunately in 1993 this elegant city suf-
fered badly during the Georgian-Abkhaz war. This book is a his-
torical record of some of the more interesting buildings, mostly

" before (and sometimes after) the assault of war.
i

A

THE FRONT COVER photo (1991) shows the Anna Baskova Dacha
(late 19th century), before the war. THE BACK COVER photo shows it
in 1998. : |
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