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WE TAKE PLEASURE IN PRESENTING T0 OUR
READERS THIS LETTER FROM RUSSIA

Written by a Former Most Appreciated Resident of
Fairhope, Well Known Throughout Baldwin Coun-
ty, as is Her Husband.

Sukhum, Abkhazia, USSR. here in Sukhum. where services are
January 6, 1936 held on Sunday, and when we hear
My Dear Rose Kamper: ?!..he -church bells ringing. we say:
I iave just fiatshed my hreakfast|: Lhis muetibe Bunday.
of cornmeal cakes with honey, sau-|_ Abkhazia, aithough a part of the
sages and tea, all produced in Rus. Soviet Umion. is mot Russian, and
sia, and now. I propose to have a the people still cling to many of
little chat with vou. their age-old customs. Abkhazian
history interests me greatly. The
old days were days of reckless ad-
venture, of quick drawing of swards,
and fierce tribal warfares. The
peaple, fierey in temperament and
lovers of good wines from their owa
vineyards, are a sturdy, hardy race,
many living more than the hundred
year span. In nalive costume they
are strikinz and picturesque. On
the stres, | frequently meet men
wearing the leng coat of coarse wool
with skirts flowing to the ankles,
|sometimes, even sweeping the
ground. Trim boots of soft black
leather fit close and peat up to tha
knee.  Across the chest, are rows
|of ivory capped cartridges. From the
P ., marrow belt of hand-wrought silver
Thv,-'e_ul -world \'E‘.hlt‘h?.-‘ are -‘»lllll.laugle a sword or dagger, and sev-
a curiosity to me. Some have onelgia] grnamental purses of silver and
narrow. seat for passengers. e egther. The high turban made of
|tected by a top scooping far for ., black sheep's wool often gives
ward, but in most of them, the pas. see of bright red on the top.

Melville has gone out to visit a
grape-fruit orchard. He gets abou:
on a wheel, and | walk. We miss
our little old Ford. but it is proha-
bly just as well. Walking is good
for the health. and one can enjoy
the landscape more fully, and ob-
serve people more closely. It is the
most popular mode of travel here.
There are a few motor cars, no fani-
ily pleasure cars. The collective
farms, sovkozes, and holkozes all
'have motor trucks to bring their
producs to town; biz autohusses
‘serve for trausportation to outly-
ling distric and the one-horse|
droshky.— ichik—carries fares
about the ¢

| sengers sit under a flat canopy. on 3 : :
a pad spread upon the floor, let- Ah}:lmzmn% are fine horsemen,
vest on a step out- and ride their horses as though horn

Sl
tﬂ‘lL 'l."h(‘ﬂ‘ driver rides on an elevat- in the saddle their long capes of
ed seat in front. The horses, we.i. black fur, wide and square at the
lkept and well-treated, never tr shoulders, sweep far back acroes
| are harneesed with the horses” haunches, envelopinig
wooden arching oh above'them in an air of zrand magmifi-
their necks. Many of the pass:'m- CEHCE.
gers 1 have seen enjoying the com-  But the Abkbazian of the peasant
forts of these carriages. are mMoi g¢lass, on the street, voung or old,
undnly happy from vodka, whoselhas no regard for the presence of

very fast

legs have refused to cafry them injgthers. You must step aside to et
|proper diemity. over the ston¥ipis horse pass; he will cross your
lnranu. paith directly in front of you; he

The out-of-doors is wonderfully [will jostle vou rudely in passing
latluring  today. The sea is al!lalong the street: he will crowd ia
|ashimmer with sunlight, and a soft|front of you in line at the theater
blue haze hangs over the mountains, box or the bread stand. All this
The sky is blue unclouded and the | without any intention of offemnse; he
lehala war!? heekone me to come'ls merely thinking of himeelf and
out into the warm sunshine. When his own affairs; you are expected
| Melville recuras, we shall probabiy|to do the same. And before the
go for a tramp, as this is Rest Day. g;ive;;lf a moter car, you Euat

Here, the week has six days only: gbsolutely your own guardiza.
| Rest Day, followed by five "ark;:i“w?“{!:: :l":“"at‘;n‘:}”m:‘m:;w":;ﬁ
| days. This makes five weeks to the & f marec witiitn Bis Nand
month, with an occasional day ex- s“‘;““":? o d';O' 2 "'llh iy
tra, the thirty-first, which is used|[aes 1 m’s“““mu::“m D
as an extra work day. You cannoll iy continual blare of his horn, and
imagine how difficult it is for us w0 :m O Touit O st oath= tto
P|koep track of our American calen-| 8% FOWC, FOL S T B hen
[|dsr. Tnatead of Mondav, Tuesday lurpe n;(&‘:olusc!:ueu:ss Ef_your exist-
|etc., the days are designated by . :
| numl Friends' calen- ®7¢%
¥ w.w :ﬁ;m is not en-| The plaintive straine of the organ-
b couraged by the Soviel government|ETinder are tuning up bemeath my
,there are still some old c&vhesl (Continusd on last page)
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Mrs. Troyer's Letter [ tute with which Melville s associat
From Russia)l,, To0 it au osttte devoted Lo

(Contimued from first page)

ultural and  bortlcuitural re-

h

fow. Excuec me, please for 4 itrus developmenia. as ikt e
minute, while | mku a logk. Helportant The resulis of these ex
comes hiere ey 1t Day. follow|periments are spread roughont the
e by an al mm Train ¢ pical district for the
boye and & of Erowers of commerchul
open one 4fte
evod Iittle girl, with o
Kerentef tied ahout he
ers up the colns with gre.
Last week | visd

i

There |5 %o much of fnterest here
» not JonE enaugh
is not suf-

[
n a struggle for me o -4
climate, but |

landscaped ground ‘
n the end. 1 am

a
g bulldings situated o3 §

Syl o aoeeh (iloec some teaching of English, and|
over the se, former to

I wish I could fly back to)

the estate of a wealth; mzinh‘f |,\m.-m to gather up muterial that
Now, under maintenance o oy st Tipex
VR G AT et nikers aya h~| it mr ,.m.‘ 7. R

=3 Iy w
ing bred here for med N I viny ks :
Eadntiof B D N "?'dnmwmr 1 am not mmu.aml un
ol abost by iandrad, Ax L iy the (6 i
ong e f

St tun ok Mt a2 Mt e :,‘:“:‘1“';&]1[:’,;“[;“::
mnd yet so unhuman: as 1 gazed| Ot § ey
fato the deplis of Uiome brows eves Anobplie hadien mkle Aoy
#0 subtly clever, and yel so utter.|<P40E 4% e
¥ fackin in shiritual light: as 1| FHow many tmes vou and Henry)
observed these capable hands, with slip into our thoughts, you cannol
their slender, dolicats fingers, and|guess.  Our little visits aver the
even fmgernails, so_strangely like|wacups at your home, and o the:
the human hand, and yet «o unliks, |store, are delightful m!mrles. s
I marveled. and refurned home o|tance and seas may separate. but
ponder over the mysterles of this|cannot alienate true friends. We
world of ours, in which we live and | cherish your friendship and hope
spend our aliotted years of enjoy-|that some day we may again talk
ment and struggle. and of which we | face to face, Melville says, “I wish
really know so litde. There areltha the Kampers lived next doo
only nime such institutions In exist
ence, five in America, one of whi
is in Florida, and four in the re

regard from ns

With sinew
both

= Elva D
of the world, one of which Is here; o
at Sukhum.
| Sukhum, (Cyxym),
Now, 1 will L Hapuy New Thar) Abkhazia,
w “S'naw Uss]

you
dom.” In Rusets, Christmun is nut Box T4
obsarved, but the coming of tirlmgie o M,
Bew yoar Is celebrated with BTk | ooy, A M.
Melville and | were invited
schoal cllildlt‘!\! party on e e

3 1 partcl :
paias ot tasmites, Tyt Organic School Notes

epted some little plays very u
Qlﬂnlﬁl ome from Tolstoy and one

Puehkin, The Russian |s na-| Zo ooy P

tarally dramaiic tn araiary conver. | Tohons for belp iri;‘l;r’unlll?‘gﬂ?u:-
sation, There were also ptano and | _oF CRUEE PO PRRHEE B O oe
ns. of mw":\ u;ﬂll?:c' 10 those =0 in-

et T, wrence Nichols of
The children were dreesed In 8A(Goung Rapids, Mich., an Aluntns of
tional costumes from different perl )., chool, ss contributed & micro-
Dd'l. and the dances were national o ki dchiad st
falk Eageek: WU LML ol e e | #6 fare Biaes o squlh Gotiines
School

ganle . and wiehed
B M ramserbe these for) iall with sokod smplifiers for use
Fairhope. One attractive little girl| lemands,
12 trim Atkhazian costume of dark| Walch for the dste of the ap-
wool, trousers bagginz at the kuee. | Proaching %nrm: Style shm 0 be
wih cartridges, belt, dageer, and Bat o3 by 0.,
all cessories gave :w-i-l‘ bile lll“bﬁn‘ﬂln( ma Organ-|
mee, a Circassian danee, ¢ Sohool mder the auspices of the
<overing the whale floor tn ne;“'-\Wﬂh Round Ta .L..
lithe maneuvers. She dunce to|be nterestin;
her father several times lu‘l‘tn:\“lr um you -num regret missin

(Continued from first page)

historte and art valu
tional folk daaces and songs. and
they are being collected in all parts

of the Union
in unn.maa, when we spoke of
it “hought of the whole
Boviet me Here. when peanl
n nls fo

i USSR,
3 vepublica-a Jaud
nalities. These 1':f]ud4» L
R The Ukraine; Kamakstau:
i the Transcaucasus, Georgia, Ab
Khazls, Ajaristan and Armenia: i
Tabekletan, Turkes
ikistan, and  others
with long foreikn mames.

many differ
tensely lu-

the
Gormans it

The Armes
ts me expecially

lanndry. Bul thelr beauty. | am
told fades early. The doctor to

ccugh, 18 a ciilen «
a parents, 18 one

wite, A
ol wy puplic.
| chiMdren who look ¢

atter & fashion, and there
spread Interest in learming the Eng-

lish
n fact, this has become a land of
jents. Everybody, old and young

to learn. Here. accom
::ruv!mmﬂy in the flelds of
, Ja awarded






